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deverything else in teacher education seems to

Rewarding “good students” who read
required texts, write grammatically correct
papers in traditional academic English, leave §
their baggage at the door, practice creativity
elsewhere, compete for grades and attention
and use polite discourse in the classroom. . .
No wonder the content of justice—oriented
teacher education comes as such a shock—

,—.'(‘0’0‘.@'.”

SRS

Y

be just like their K-12 experiences.
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N., Sapp, J., Zenkov, K. (Eds.) Cultivating social justice teachers: How teacher educators have helped students overcome cognitive bottlenecks and learn critical social justice concepts (pp. 27-48). Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing.  



At a Teacher Education

Research Conference. . . Nomos: The Biggest Bottleneck

challenge for Teacher Ed?
i O A Three—Year Study

]

't Jm?u..a % Our students are smart:
: Bourdieu would say they have
successfuly shaped their” habitus
to a|i9n with the structures,
prachces, and expectations
of educational insttutions.
He calls these unspoken and
unrecagnized Norms NoMoS.

R

Students who may not “ft into
the nomos of Tniversiies i
mi9h+ work extra hard ‘o

"0ass" as e students +he‘tj Is the K-12 Nomos in Teacher Ed?
Hhink we want - Do we privilege written
assignments?

- Do we privilege “knowledge”
over the arts and experience?

- Do we promote middle—class
“polite” ways of talking about
“appropriate” topics in class?

- Do we focus on learning for the
future rather than learning
for now?

by

=> Unchain ourselves from the
K-12 nomos

We cant onl change the content
of our courses o work toward
socidl Jush’ce. We have to change the
normative practices. . . Let students
select fickon and memoir Yo read
and invite their talents and passions
into the classroom.

But we have to
assign final papers,
not art projects.

That could
be more fun
for me, too.

\What do those books
have +o do with education?

e
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1
Digaing into ‘normal” on .- L am from those = AGENDA 2
9979 ! ofmal © moments—snapped ; g
‘H-\e 'HFS+ daﬂ O‘F CIO.SS be_Fore I bUdde I oLe Where are you fram? E.:‘:':EEE
oelr
leaf—fal from the = Bt 1;15.‘52’3.?
. i w ton?
Famulg free. o M~ e
J - géodbyes
e Fo
| Y : L ‘
What's up with the ersona,

T hope T dont

have o write / We are
o O

starting with poetry?

ical

agendo? The_syllabud™\
is last? Cj ;
o)

overcomingnomos_pg3.jpg

O
George Ella Lyon's poem
explores smple and complex Where are uou
places, objects, and people £ from? The onl
she is from. Now its Your Yurn. - - g}
- rule is that
ou have Yo
5 write the whole time.
> Even if what you
Tk h - are writing Sounds
pd : itmés wid, dont stop.
: Ahh, man.
S hh, man (o)
I hoven+ Where are 2ouf b\u:; = "}\o’;‘ 'a '
%ougH about that in voroli Al o PR
long time. What i educ o 0 H. . -
- Codbye s Ulp ¢
O R IS ~—
:__‘ T e _‘c .--oo ST o . : - \
P \} 5
[ PN : 78R IEa
t}:\(:‘u vj‘i“:‘id‘: You also mi9h+ want
i ;-A e o aain fo write about’an object
= from our place, or person. . .
THE tive
together?
Should T
IF you are Slowin9 down a bt really write +’na;r
think about the sounds, words, memory down:
and smells You are from.



] (-\A/hcﬁ do You ) Y
When you are want the ré€ader WCS;' Si‘ér
at O 9ood to 'Fe-ie-l or See or create the
stopping point; Hhink about when mages
read your writing she reads your ine? feelings, and
J 'Pnougéls

ou
want Foi?“

and choose
a ne you want
to develop

and share
at your +able.

People offen do
something before the
share what ey have créated.

Before you begin o
share, we need To +dk.

\Women dmost
a|w03s do i but men
do # 4oo.

Yeah, if we tell
them it's not —H
9ood, +|'1e5
can+Jud9e us.

[ e apologize.
Like, we Sg ,

T'm Sorry, its
not that 9ood."

Because we're
afrad Jr’ne¥

wont ke it

QM do You
think that

ght
e?

N Interesting,
\What would
ou apologize

for?

T¥s ke we're In this class

awaus in a there wil be l {

big competition. no judgin apologies!

J i each Jo’rhge,r.gok? \/\/hj on
earth™do You

Hink You
\ do that?

overcomingnomos_pg4.jpg



feel yﬂE’.\Lj have fo

—~

) Well just look at
How have we come the magazines—
1o be a socie: Women are
where people— constanty being
especialy women— _Judged—and against
each cother.

apologize?

<7), SEXISM

Y >

\What do gou

think this judain
thing is recﬂ{ﬁ c%o%‘r?

Tis lke a
big competition

No one wants o
Jrrij and then lose.

T¥s beter o
set the bar low
and do better.

\We cant do
anymin
worthwhile in
here if we are
competing,

No+hin3
can change
if we are
pitted
agains+
one
another.

"Our work is not merely Yo
share information but
share in the intellectua and
spiritud growth of our students.
To feach in a manner that
respects and cares for the souls
of our students is essentid
if we are fo provide the
necessary condtions where
learning can most deeply and
intimately begin’”
—bel hooks

That happens
to guys too.

Listen. Life is not
a competition.
l Education
S deﬁn'rkelﬂ not a
competition. You
have probablﬂ
learned otherwise,
but T dont
believe that

,

J

L

To learn—to
change as a

human being—

ou have fo
take risks and
be bold!
We cant do
that if we are

judain
ea)ch 90‘\12@.

AR T
i‘«\\gh«:"

g

2
A
). %

R

i

q

—?

L%

o
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Cuthivating compertition,
J'ud mer%, and ferce
individudism feeds
neolberal capitalism—
and T reﬁ&se 1o
I«nouingiﬂ be a tool for

at cause.




Early Childhood and Elemen’ror‘ﬂ Education
i5 dominated by women, with Rearly 90%
of dl feachers identifung as women.
Administrators and policymakers in
education are sl mong men. And oo
many people stil steredtype education
mdors as bobﬂs‘rl-l-ers looking for a
‘Mrs. Degree."

Women have persistently been infantiized through schoolin
and the meda, and many Houn% women oo often beleve %Jneﬂ are never

I“ good enough. Even privieged” women are

not immune to the Messages sayng
+he3 need o be thinner, whiter,
prettier, richer. .

"Women were expected to be the medium
+hrotgjh which the laws, rules, lanquage, and
order of the father, the principdl the
employer were communicated fo the child,

VA Their oWn passivity was to provide the model
& % of obedience for the young to emulate.
C O@ ’ And teachers have yet 16 announce which side 4
N of the ne wé are on" —Grumet

Teacher Education is the ideal
space for feminist pedagogies—
to encourage strength, courage,

social and polttical erifigue, activism
and solidarity, intellectualism,
and norj)'udgmen{- of ourselves
and others.

T mean, dont we want the
most confident; capable,
intellectual women and men
teaching our youn

cgildrerfl.; J

Radical feminism aims
fo eradicate al forms
) of domination. Tis

for women and men.
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Back in class. . .

Rules For Sharing
No apologies or disclosures!
Read confidently from your poem.
Smile afterward!
Eve?oue gives one compliment,
Reader acceff:s comFLLmahEs with a si.m?l.e
“Thawnle you.

Yr PR ’)}J)/’Zﬂ"’lll//i Wﬁrﬂﬂ””’ G DL L s I
i 1] AN

Ay ARINE

- 9O a 'g

e -

T can reallg
see them N

T lked the
\Where we are

wa ou
described from affects what
the trees. we believe to

be normal.

You are an
amazing writer.
T love the
rhuthm of vour

h..........,

—

Y R

e —

. [ -
>y H . a2

g? " T am from tal

strong oaks,
- knots for cimbing
imbs for SWiNging. -

- % O,

What is normal?

s
.o
N
=
= =
—
N,
And what we
beleve 1o be

norma affects
how we read

writing, the world.
T = Ot =S = U7 E g PR Uu,Oo‘@qa
r D SeH- 2. 0 Y Fs2 "0093“0“0 v
° o a TRASH i
And that & X[ o ;

- : P 4 Dorothy Allison
includes by Doroti Were going [ J TeTemy AEen
how we I to do. Some C-Personal I
read the - =S C-Per ’"E’-Gd'n’g fo Cownnection J

word. - ' Colng andlze 0

\ BaPer T how D-Personal |

/, r el Yhat works Disconnection
, O 7 7 ?-Qus
e Y f .
[ ol 2 : EFL
7
7 ° ¢l ®my 4 @ [
/// ~ / /2 X g_,o
2 B A=
o ~iH . 3
N NVIF N
ﬁ ”~ ‘ l\‘ Q- LURLURARSE A
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‘A full bote of vodka
will kil You when Youre
nine “and the botie
IS a quart. I+ was a
third cousin proved

"T had been a chid
who beleved in
books, but T had
never found me or
mine in print:’
—Dor‘oﬂy Alison

The need o make
my world believable to
people who have never
experienced it is part
of whﬂ T write fickon.

Despair, for example,
must be lived. But if T

can write a story that so
draws e reager“ in."

—Dor‘oH’\ﬂ Alison

revolt or

[ Before you fak about your reading,
please consider that some people n
here are from poor famiies, or have

experienced violence, or are gay lesbian,

or ctuesh'oning, or have few connections
1o this S+DF3.

Assuming that some. students have worked
hard 1o hide their working-class or poor
backgrounds, their less-than-perfect famil
ives, or their LGBTQ! identities she explic%
acknowledges their presence and challenges

assumphions about who is in the room.

The not knowin9
join Mme N a
diF-ch.gUoume&

Disconnect.
Disconnect

Yedh, that's
happened to

me, too.

if +hey Wi .

T have never read
anuthing ke this in m
lfe, but i+ made me
think about so much.

T didnt
connect fo
this at all.

' Tve never talked
about this at school
before, but my mom

‘ has a mentalliness.

( M\lj mom’s -Famil\lj
is réally poor. They

H alwaﬂs s+ru991e.

T have survivor's
9uiPr tco. I'm the onl
cousin to go to CDIIege.

T've had
some violence

in my Family.

Conversations were qguiet and the
professor knew that who and what
was unspeakable in the classroom just

30 minutes ago had opened up.
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Emge.cij\ Lesbian rural
vmrral:or

2 Wt % i h

= 1 y b ooT
From where | Violtence f;s:lmujp
s this
narrator ’

B Hi | | W ‘
speaking? ”’uimﬁwl )
v ] = | ““'_-“5““.“ ;\ .

Ts she
a lesbian?

\Why do You +Hink some
people vistdized this famil
as African American?

come 'H”omp

No one
mentoned race

th ﬁy % \

or emnicmy. “ o

— -

= o
T think she’s F—~
1) African § T couldve
\l American. sworn

the famil
1as BlacTLz.

F D o 7 But someone had
@ g /‘v white blonde hair.

s

me—1 +hou9h+ they were
Black. Thats embarrassing,

T+s so bad that even
\
)

Black people imagine
these things! Look at

How do we stop | /}
these stereotypes?

Good clueshon. But le¥s ask
ourselves why certan images
are in our minds 1o begin

with. Where do these images
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Students pointed out the systemic
problem of meda and popular
cutture representations of African
Americans as poor, viclent;
and criminal.

The group questioned why white

colar Sriminds, whose crimés offen

account for more economic and
Iife loss in a year than street
crime, were either invisible or
represented as suave.

These movies make .
us all look like
gangsk-’_r‘s and eriminals.

Could the mass
indentification of
African American bo
in Special Education be
related 1o the criminalized
images in our Socie’n,j?
S

And could the freatment
of African American bo
in schools lead o their mass
incarceration as adults?

In 2008 | in 9 African American
men a9ed A0-34 were behind bars.
A shocking number even for the
US—the country with the highes+
percentage og its population
E?ehind bars.
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ats how where

we are from impacts of the world
how wWe perceive arqund us—and of
the world and how different groups

of people—uil
also impact how we
see students and

families we work

we read any text—
ke Dorothy Alison's
short ry

So why do you
%ink%ou aﬂre
JuNiors N
colege and you
have never
been introduced
1o the acclamed

author, Doroth
Alison? = |

Doesnt this narrator have the ri9|'1’r
to read stories lke hers in school”

)

T

FYeoh, she
—"Fven sad tha
in the story,

(]

Publishers Yeah—its ‘oo :
wouldn't want uncomdortable jgjeta;ﬁ?\
to publish those | | 4o read them. i ey
kinds of about

stories. oHt

N>

%

s

So who
has the
) righ’rb be
E comfortable
N
school?

LTI

Q

T mean, wouldnt she alwaus feel uncomfortable
reading books aboutdealzed lves?
The White, upper-middle-class mom-and-dad
famil iving in a single,—Family dwe!lin9 where
no one seems to have d problem and
only space and opportunity abound?

Children's lterature is

a mgjor culprit in
c:ons+ruc+in9 normahvﬂy
in dl our minds. Engagiry
in crifigue and diversifuin

i \_ ibraries can help. ‘J
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In some elemen'\'arg
classroom. . .

7 Oh my God, this is boring.
F Does She seriously think

%) these books have
anything o do
‘lj::n'r}h ife?

READ TO SUCCEED!

Muffy—120 books

Thurston—%9 boolks
Donald—2 books -
Stacy—1 boolk

'

Man, my famil
is seriously fucked up
then. T better keep my
mouth shut so no one
wil know my dads in jal. Tl
have to make up some shit

are perfect and

White and Christian
and lived in

2,000-square-foot

homes. . .” .
The ways in which we think about ourselves and one s
another and about our socie ur images of how o ¥ ol S

we should look, our homes, our lives, even our inner
worlds—are given shape distributed by the specidized
work or people in universities and schools, | — o 4
in television, radie, and newspapers..forming

the ‘deologicd apparatuses
of society”—Dorothy Smith

T hate scheol. ly mom
keeps teling me to
work hard but she

doesnt know what its lke.

| ——
—

What are you
It doing this uegfe_nd?

anna come. 1o
{ the flea market?

T 9o+ Scﬂurdog school
for bein -\-ardy this
week--I'm a loser..

Cant go this weekend.
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]
-
]

T nnnn-nu;\uur

You are the ones
who wil change

the world.

You must be an
intellectual. Teachers are
the most important
intellectuals in our socie%y.

At the end of that first dagno-F

class, everyone knew some:

N

unexpected had happened.

Cholce Book Sign UF'

The Brief
Wowndrous

Life of

Oscar Wao

r

Junot Diaz

i The

Complete
l ‘Fersepo(.i,s
| Marjane

I ‘Sakrapi.

N

, The
| Bluest Eje

'Lohi. Morrison

1 Absotu&etj
True Diary of
a
i Part-Time
Indian

Ehermoan Alexie

//

¥
’

Moose: ;
A Memoir Pon’t Lek
// of My Mama
?1 Fat Camp Read This'
Skephanie o
4 Uoiin %{ Had\jit
J N~
= - =
) Three ﬁ’: . .
. ! Fist, Stick
Little & 1 ki {: e
I Words : Rihes S
Ashle -:}
Rhode'g— - (if_‘eoff;ej
d&L Courter ; apaci

And more unexpected things were yet to come. . .

overcomingnomos_pg13.jpg




Mom, I'm readi
this awesome book

h%‘r's

husterical but about reall
33& You havg

‘o read #

Serious issues.

X

'l /s 0

-

J

I cant beleve
Tve turned into
the student with
her nose in a boo

ed
a

y read w%fwg

The self-selected books en
crifical perspective and were open
fo experiencing a crisis of fruth

the students. The

A M,_.,,_...._..“

NN

AN

[

I'm so Sorry.
|n9

Y
)
on.

T totl
wasnt pa
attenti

O L

P A
AR Y

A
et
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Readers connected
dsconnected, and placed
their books in a Iar9er
sociad and poltical context

My mom was so focused on

being skinng. \What dd she

think that would do 4o me?
TI+ts ke Moose.

Hangin at a party. . .

S

My best friend was bulimic.
hated that she compared
herself to me. The meda
is ferrible.

—

Wel we do i too. T mean,
why dont we stand up when

Og:ujs say mean +hin95 about
ér grls—lke at that party?

You do

b/, “/ b
[Z E / 4 z, Dude, her body is shaped
7 3 /// A 7/ ke a ketchupbotfle! T
y — [ SIS dont know how
7 I v
% =S : £
= = S =
A — =<,
,//k j l ‘.Jl:? - -‘J i
L s b\ " \ . B 2 L
s = 5\’, =
r/l‘ ///// ’:I,l' 2 ‘. '_"h- —]
? e = S g ==
?\ 'n_'/’:—'—:-..\’f,_ o " N
7 g, -
« ° - — \_
A misocvnvi] = ;
il ‘\-\_\\m\“\\"\%:‘

Is okaﬂ fo Juer blame the

media or "SOCiejy" when we

see these things happen
and dont do an ing to
challenge them?
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BLACK STUDENT UNION =S
University news: *
African American
students now
comprise 6% A
of the student body. J

Well this is the first
book that T have
ever read that T

iden’n‘% with!

This book is a rio¥
T+s about a Black
gu ar a White school
ou would love

e N~ But Tndian reservations
T ke $his book. T arent lilge this any more,

| _
gave me insight info the are they” T meary do they

| b
sociallg constructed stll exist:
racism that obviousl
sl exists.

Even if theyre not we can

st see ?10\4 mane

privieges some people and
not others—ike Junior.
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And the c[uesh‘oned their own
imited "education’ about the world.

Persepolis was amazing. L
never thought T would like

: T feel so stupid. Why didnt T¥s like we only aet the
uasasugﬁzgcinn?iva_oaf IF\nd we learn about these hings stereotyped VUSiD"‘BO the Middle
T e sa: Frish in school? Ts the revolukion East—if we are taught about
' stil happening? t at al. Terror, terror, ferror.

r—_S’rudenrﬁs even started

doing their own research—

reading books, Searching the
TInternet and faking to
Muslms about polﬂa s

in the Middle East: J

0
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Even the students who rarely spoke
in class produced intenge,
provocative projects from their
choice books. Talerts were unleashed
and teacher education escaped its
nomos, if only temporarily.

Mg

uoW
only W

e

T,

7
/f
/
;,

=
=
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"Testimonial reading pushes us to recognize that a
novel or biography reflects not merely a distant
other, but andlogous socid
relations in our own
environment, in which our
economic and social positions

are implcated” —Megan Boler

After reading their books and havin
muttiple in-c%ss conversatons c:lbom‘(3
them, the students responded fo the
books in any way they wanted. Most

chose the Tarts o use their out-of-
school passions and hobbies o make E
L'Q

sense ot the individual social economic,
and poltical issues raised in the
novels and memoirs.

/4 The boteneck of nomos bredks

\ open, spiling social and poltical

=] issues important fo the students

) today, and important for their
) teaching in the future. Not
perfect, but a goed start:
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Back at the
research conference. . .

il ]
Before we ask ourselves which
individual “fopics” or “issues” become
botHenecked, we should ask
ourselves which parts of the
insttutional nomos create the
condtions for a botleneck to
emerge, preventing different
things fo be thought, spoken,

The careFuIIH cuttivated nomos
of educationad institutions has
shaped students’ expectations
of inshtutions. Teacher
Education is no exception.

or performed.
_
F Do we continue orierﬁ-ing
students’ bodies and minds Or do we diSr“UP+
foward an 4 .
institutional nomos theyve s s b5 ksl

their ived experiences
%ro?h lrerature,
meda, and art?

incorporated in their bodies

L since K-2. . .

: — J

\We can invite students' \
whole selves into the
complex journe with us ) ‘

bﬂ opening up n%sw spaces Eng.agmg BOd'eS and

of creativity and possbilty, Minds Differently
in Justice-Oriented

Teacher Education

Overcoming Nomos:

T wonder if this
nomos is impacting
my +eachin3.

T'm stll not
ure wWhat i+ has +o do
with education.

Td lke to read
those books.

OFC
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